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CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 0948 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BG/IS 

SUBJECT: GABON/ISRAEL RELATIONS 
REF: LIBREVILLE 0942 

1. FONMIN RAWIRI ASKED ME TO COME BY HIS HOME LAST EVENING 
OCTOBER 29. HE LAUNCHED INTO AN OBVIOUSLY PAINFUL (FOR HIM) 
EXPLANATION OF GOG DECISION RE ISRAEL. HE SAID IT WAS NOT 

A "BREAK" IN RELATIONS BUT MERELY A "SUSPENSION" UNTIL 
ARAB TERRITORIES EVACUATED BY ISRAEL. HE HOPED MIDEAST 
PROBLEM WOULD BE SETTLED SOON AND THAT CURRENT ISRAELI 
AMBASSADOR WOULD RETURN. RAWIRI EXPLAINED THAT FOR GOG IT WAS 
MATTER OF OAU SOLIDARITY DESPITE FACT GOG CONSIDERED ARABS 
AS "FALSE BROTHERS" (FAUX FRERES) AND ISRAELIS AS "GOOD 
FRIENDS." 

2. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR ARRIVED AS I WAS ABOUT TO LEAVE AND 
FONMIN WENT OVER SAME GROUND WITH HIM. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
THANKED MINISTER FOR KINDNESS SHOWN HIM BY GOG SINCE 
ARRIVAL BUT WENT ON TO SAY HE THOUGHT GOG MAKING MISTAKE 
IN SEVERING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL FOR TWO REASONS: (A) 

IT SERVED NO USEFUL PURPOSE TOWARD PROMOTING PEACE, BUT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 00948 3015 14Z 

ON CONTRARY HARDENED ARAB INTRANSIGENCE IN UPCOMING NEGO- 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


TIATIONS, THEREBY MAKING PEACE MORE DIFFICULT, AND (B) IT 
DEALT BLOW TO GABON AS COUNTRY OPEN TO SPIRIT OF DIALOGUE 
AND INTERESTED IN FOREIGN INVESTMENTS. HE INTIMATED THAT 
PICTURE OF STABILITY WHICH WAS KEY ASSET OF COUNTRIES LIKE 
GABON (AND IVORY COAST) WOULD BE TARNISHED WITH INEVITABLE 
REPERCUSSIONS IN FUTURE INVESTORS. 

3. FONMIN DID NOT REPLY DIRECTLY TO ISRAELI POINTS BUT 
AGAIN STRESSED THAT GABON CONSIDERED ITSELF FRIEND OF 
ISRAEL AND HAD NOT BROKEN WITH ISRAEL DURING FIGHTING BUT 
ONLY WHEN VIRTUALLY COMPELLED BY ACTIONS OF ALMOST ALL 
OTHER OAU MEMBERS. 

4. MEDIA TREATMENT OF "SUSPENSION" OF RELATIONS PLACED 
ACCENT ON ISRAELI "INTRANSIGENCE" DESPITE GOG APPEALS. 

5. ISRAEL WAS ON VERGE OF MAKING SIZEABLE INVESTMENTS IN 
GABON WHICH, OF COURSE, WILL NOW COME TO NAUGHT. 

MCKESSON 
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